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Editorial

The Young Scientists Journal is proud to present Issue 11. This issue contains a wide variety of articles, and 
the essence of this is expressed in Toby McMaster’s piece which emphasises the importance of maintaining 
communication and collaboration between the different specialities to ensure that scientific progress is as efficient, 
enterprising and extensive as possible. This is something that we, as the next generation of scientists, must 
all keep in mind lest we subjugate the people who hold the key to the most pressing challenges for mankind.

An example of this is solar power, which has often been presented to me as an infeasible source due to it’s 
not being profitable enough either in terms of cost or energy conversion. However, in ‘The Sun’s the limit’, a 
persuasive argument is put forward that will make you re-evaluate your stance and perhaps persuade you 
that solar power is where our focus should lie. Another article that may change your views is ‘The light in 
dark chocolate’ which explains why everyone’s favourite indulgence doesn’t deserve to be solely associated 
with bad health. Catherine Schuster Bruce explores how some of the world’s greatest scientific minds have 
managed to uphold their seemingly conflicting scientific and religious beliefs. 

The issue also contains articles where the authors explain some of the most intriguing subjects in science: 
quantum physics, the Earth’s atmosphere and the Golden Ratio. These are an easy way to become versed 
on these topics, as they are written with a student readership in mind.

Two original research articles are also featured: one by a group of students from Turkey that evaluates common 
ways to eradicate bacteria, and another that studies how magnetic fields affect plant development. These 
highlight that it is not only graduate scientists who can carry out worthwhile experiments, and show what an 
effective way it is to become accustomed to the process of executing research.

We have interviewed a Nobel prize-winning scientist, Harry Kroto, whose research involves the discovery 
of buckminsterfullerene, which has fuelled some of the latest avenues of investigation in solar power. He 
offers invaluable advice about what young students should look for in the work they intend to pursue, and 
the questioning nature that they must uphold.

I should like to thank all the authors for submitting their articles and working with us to make them into the 
refined versions that you now see before you. Our hardworking team of editors also deserves credit, especially 
when you consider that they have been finding time for the task alongside their demanding work at school 
preparing for essential public examinations. Finally, thanks must go to the senior team at YSJ: Fiona Jenkinson 
(the head of the Editorial Team) for her management of the group and for producing the image for the front 
cover, Jacob Hamblin-Pyke (head of the Technical Team) for maintaining our public portal – the website, Miss 
Christina Astin for her guidance and encouragement, and Prof. Ghazwan Butrous for his directing that keeps 
us all focussed on the progression of the journal. 
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In addition to the above, the work of one person that should be commended above all is that of our current 
Chief Editor, Cleodie Swire. Her contributions to the journal have been outstanding in terms of organisation, 
leadership and commitment. She has helped keep all aspects of the journal under control and indeed made 
substantial improvements and I am certain she will continue to do so. I feel it is fair to say that this issue would 
not be what it is if it weren’t for her efforts.
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